
Community Health Centers in the Wake of Dobbs
The Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs v Jackson Women’s Health Organization will have a major 
impact on access to health care.  Thirteen states have abortion bans designed to immediately go 
into effect (trigger bans), while another 13 states are likely to enact bans in the near future. 
Community health centers in these 26 ban or likely-to-ban states provide for a large share of 
maternity  care and primary care for women of reproductive age (15-44). In the wake of a state ban, 
the need for maternal and child health services at health centers can be expected to rise.

Health Center Role in Low-Income Births Nationwide (<200% FPL)

1 in 10 births 
among low-income families 
have deliveries with health 
center providers. 

1 in 6 births among
low-income families receive 
prenatal care at health centers.

Source: 2020 Health Center Program Uniform Data System (UDS), HRSA; U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2020 
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Health center patients are 
disproportionately poor, 
uninsured, and people of 
color. Among health center 
prenatal care patients in the 
26 ban or likely-to-ban 
states in 2020, 

72% were 
people of color.

Source: 2020 UDS, HRSA. Note: Excludes unreported/refused to report race and ethnicity.
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Health Center Prenatal Care Patients by Race/Ethnicity in 
Trigger and Likely-to-Ban States

Find the report, “In the Wake of Dobbs, are Community Health Centers Prepared to Respond to Rising 
Maternal And Infant Care Needs?” at http://gwhpmmatters.com/wake-dobbs-are-community-health-
centers-prepared-respond-rising-maternal-and-infant-care-needs 

Additional information about the Research Collaborative can be found at 
https://publichealth.gwu.edu/projects/geiger-gibson-program-community-health-policy 
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3 million women 
of reproductive age were served 
by health centers in the 26 ban 
or likely-to-ban states.

Percentage of Women of Reproductive Age Served by Health 
Centers in Trigger Ban and Likely-to-Ban States

Source: 2020 Health Center Program UDS, HRSA. MCTA standards: 86 FR 53324.
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Above ratio of 1:6,000 indicates severe shortage 

Trigger ban states

Likely-to-ban states

Health Centers Serve the Severest Maternity 
Care Shortage Areas 

None of the 26 ban or likely-to-ban states meets 
the provider-to-population ratio for adequate 
maternity care staffing of 1-to-1,500. Nine of the 26  
states are in the most severe shortage category for 
Maternity Care Health Professional Target Areas 
(MCTA), with severe lack of OB/GYN and midwife 
capacity and ratios above 1-to-6,000. 

Community health centers are a 
major source of care for women 
of reproductive age (15-44) who 
will experience the harshest 
effects of the bans due to 
poverty and underservice. 

7.4 million women 
of reproductive age received 
health center care nationwide.
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