
0 1 2 3 4

Reduced staff

Inability to retain staff

Cancelled plans to 
expand sites or services

Delayed expansion plans

Reduced services

Had to scale back 
expansion plans

Inability to hire staff

30-39%

No reported
Medicaid wrap /
reconciled payments

<10%

40-60%

10-29%

Protecting FQHC Medicaid Payment Rights
The US Supreme Court is scheduled to hear arguments in Health and Hospital Corporation of Marion 
County v Talevski,  which could determine whether people and health care providers will be able to seek 
the aid of the courts when official state actions threaten federal Medicaid rights. Community health centers 
have special payment protections under federal law. Should health centers lose the ability to enforce their 
right to federally qualified health center (FQHC) Medicaid payments at the full prospective payment system 
(PPS) rate, we estimate that nationwide, health centers’ lost revenue for one year could be between $643 
million and $4.1 billion—translating into between 500,000 and 3.2 million fewer patients served and 
between 2 million and 13 million fewer patient visits.

>1/3 of PCAs 
reported impacts 
Five of 16 responding PCAs 
reported impacts from Medicaid 
payment challenges, including 
cancelled or delayed plans to 
expand clinical sites, reduced 
services, and/or inability to retain or 
hire staff.

>1/2 of centers 
reported impacts
Medicaid payment challenges and 
their harmful effects on operations 
and capacity were reported by 81 
of 148 (55%) health centers 
responding from across 41 states, 
the District of Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico. 

Sources: Graphs - National Association of Community Health Centers 
(NACHC) survey data. Map - GWU analysis of 2021 UDS data from HRSA.

Additional information about the Research Collaborative can be found at 
https://publichealth.gwu.edu/projects/geiger-gibson-program-community-health-policy

82 million people
depend on Medicaid, which, since 
its 1965 enactment has guaranteed 
people the right to apply, to be 
promptly enrolled if found eligible, 
and to receive coverage for 
necessary medical care. In 
addition, certain types of health 
care providers have legal rights.

$4.1 billion  
in Medicaid reconciled payments 
were made to health centers 
nationwide in 2021, accounting for 
26% of their Medicaid revenue that 
year. The map shows 
state-by-state share of revenue 
represented by these payments. 
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Reconciled Medicaid Payment Challenges Over Past 5 Years, as Reported by PCAs

PCAs reported 
payment 
challenges
Among the 16 state or regional 
Primary Care Associations (PCAs)  
responding to a national survey, 
11 indicated that their member 
health centers experienced 
challenges in reconciling 
Medicaid payments in the past 
five years. 

Impact on Health Center Capacity, Operations, and Planning, as Reported by PCAs

Impact on Health Center Capacity, Operations, and Planning, as Reported by Health Centers

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Adverse effect on hours

Reduced services

Cancelled plans to 
expand sites or services

Had to scale back 
expansion plans

Delayed expansion plans

Inability to retain staff

Inability to hire staff 

Percentage of 2021 Health Center Medicaid 
Revenue from Current and Prior Year Medicaid 
Reconciled/Wrap Payments

Number of PCAs reporting challenges

Number of PCAs reporting impacts

Number of health centers reporting impacts


